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 Calendar for December: 
  8  NA District Clergy Spouse Christmas Party– Wooded Glenn, Henryville 
  10  NA District AA’s Christmas Luncheon-12:30PM 
  10-11  Cabinet-CDW 
  24-Jan 2 District and Conference offices will be closed. 
   
 
 Calendar for January: 
  5  New Albany District office reopens  
  5-8  Cabinet Retreat– CDW 
  17  Ministry Cluster Event with Rev. Gary Schaar 
  21-22  Cabinet– CDW 
  24  Diversity Workshop for pastors 10AM– 3 PM 
  26  NA District Nominations Committee meeting 4PM, Wesley Chapel UMC 
  28-29  Cabinet-CDW 
  30-Feb.1 Training Event for Jurisdictional Leaders 
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� NEWS AND CUES 
 NEW ALBANY DISTRICT 
 DECEMBER 2008 JANUARY 2009 
 
 Website: naumcdistrict.org 

�

� Charles D. Wilfong 
 District Superintendent 
 Phone: 812-945-0388 
   800-919-8166 
 Fax:  812-945-2961 

Find the Child 
We almost left the Holy Land without the baby 

Jesus. Donna and I both went in 1989 and we were 
looking for a nativity scene with figures carved in 
olive wood. We knew what we wanted—the typical 
figures, Mary, Joseph, shepherd, wise men, some 
animals, a manger; and we wanted Jesus . . . a baby 
Jesus not attached to the manger. 

We decorate with several creches during Advent 
and Christmas, but our main family nativity is the 
one Donna found in the Holy Land . . . which took a 
little time, energy, and effort to discover and obtain. 
     Around Thanksgiving, we begin to decorate. 
Then, when the nativities go out, the one in olive 
wood goes in the living room on a small, round, 
wooden pedestal inside a larger evergreen wreath. 
And, for us, baby Jesus does not go in the manger. 
Not yet. That’s part of the anticipation of the Advent 
season at our house.  
     On Christmas day, the centerpiece of our celebra-
tion is the baby Jesus coming. We find Him and 
place Him in the manger. Jesus comes on Christmas 
Day. Several years ago, I was not so sure.  
     Donna, Abby, and Jessi were away from home 
that afternoon. Home alone, I noticed the nativity 
there with the empty manger waiting for Jesus to 
come. And I thought, ‘Gee, where did Donna put the 
baby Jesus?’ I had seen Jessi—then in early elemen-
tary school—playing with Jesus as we decorated. 
Had Donna seen it? We’ll sure need to know where 
He is before Christmas so that He can come to the 
manger and fulfill our celebration. 
     I’m not compulsive, you know; but I began a 
quiet, casual search for Jesus. It always starts that 
way.  
     But then I began to panic, because I had not 
found Him yet. My mission grew a little more in-
tense. I was moving a little faster now. And system-
atic. I mentally divided the room and conquered. Not 
here. Not there. Not over there, either . . . no Jesus.�
�����������������������
������
�

�����
 � clearly. OK, 
where would Donna keep Jesus before Christmas? 

That’s where I looked next. No Jesus. I could not find 
the baby Jesus. I told myself that the panic and anxiety 
were irrational—Donna knew where Jesus was and 
when she got home, it would all be over . . .  just fine. 
    I sat down to do something else . . . and soon I 
thought of somewhere else to look. Jesus could be 
there. Gotta go see . . . find Him as soon as I can. No 
Jesus. 

Where can I find Jesus? 
 
    When Donna got home I asked her where she put 
the baby Jesus from the Holy Land nativity. I tried to 
ask casually, but I’m pretty sure she knew I had been 
on a serious, if not frantic, search.  
   Jesus was not among the presents under the tree. 
Jesus was not among the Christmas correspondence. 
Jesus was not among the incoming mail that pro-
claimed the final and ultimate pre-season sales. 
     But that evergreen wreath that surrounds the Holy 
Family . . . right there behind the wreath, tucked under 
the outside edge . . . Jesus had been there all along. 
Might have missed Him. Just needed a little help find-
ing the baby Jesus. 
     Sometimes, Jesus gets “lost” to us. We’re just not 
sure where to find Him. Then at other times, Jesus 
gets covered up and obscured in the clutter and debris 
of activities we think are more important.  
     What a tragedy it would be if, as we gather to sing 
carols, watch pageants, and have Christmas worship, 
we did not encounter Jesus. I hope in the hustle and 
bustle of the season, you do not “lose” Jesus. 
     Jesus is present. And God wants to lead you to 
discover Jesus this season. God wants to help you 
make the trip of your life . . . a trip in your heart from 
where you live to Bethlehem . . . to see Jesus. And 
God will speak to you and guide you along the way. If 
you’re looking for Jesus, God will guide you. You 
will discover the Messiah. 
Go in peace. Go with God. And be well. 
 
Shalom, 
 



 

 
 

 

District and Conference Events and Information: 
 
IRS INCREASES MILEAGE RATES THROUGH DEC. 31  
The Internal Revenue Service announced June 23 an increase in the optional standard 
mileage rates for the final six months of 2008. Taxpayers may use the optional standard 
rates to calculate the deductible costs of operating an automobile for business, charita-
ble, medical or moving purposes. The rate will increase to 58.5 cents a mile for all busi-
ness miles driven from July 1, 2008, through Dec. 31, 2008. This is an increase of eight 
(8) cents from the 50.5 cent rate in effect for the first six months of 2008. In recognition 
of recent gasoline price increases, the IRS made this special adjustment for the final 
months of 2008. The IRS normally updates the mileage rates once a year in the fall for 
the next calendar year.  
 
The new six-month rate for computing deductible medical or moving expenses will also 
increase by eight (8) cents to 27 cents a mile, up from 19 cents for the first six months of 
2008. The rate for providing services for charitable organizations is set by statute, not 
the IRS, and remains at 14 cents a mile. The new rates are contained in Announcement 
2008-63 on the optional standard mileage rates.  
 
Taxpayers always have the option of calculating the actual costs of using their vehicle 
rather than using the standard mileage rates. 
 
 

       HOLIDAY CLOSINGS: 

The New Albany District Office will be closed Wednesday, Decem-
ber 24, 2008 through Friday, January 2 , 2009 for the holiday  
season.   
 

The New Albany District office would like to wish  each of  you have a safe and 
happy holiday season!   

 
“Our Life Together”          St. Luke’s UMC 
It is time to mark your calendars.   “Our Life Together”  with Bishop Mike has been  
confirmed.  It will be held at St. Luke's in Indianapolis on April 20-21, 2009 for all Indi-
ana United Methodist Clergy. 
  

Opportunities and Items of Interest for Laity and Clergy 
 

· Audio Visual resources from the SIC Center is on a free loan basis to any-
one at the local church -1-800-919-8160.  Your only cost is return postage 

· Audit Reports for 2007 were due in the district office May 1st. 
District Website: www.naumcdistrict.org 

Current district information. 
Conference Website: www.sicumc.org 

Information about church camps, conference programs, get report forms and 
 more.  
Area Website: www.inareaumc.org 

Information about conference and state-wide programs, missions, appointments 
 and more.  
Subscribe to e-HUM (electronic Hoosier United Methodist). 

Use the Area Website to subscribe to e-HUM and receive free regular e-mails 
containing news of events, programs, missions, appointments, and more. Subscribers 
also receive Bishop Coyner’s free weekly e-Pistle (weekly devotional writings). For  
assistance in subscribing, please contact district office. 
District Superintendent e-mail: Charlie Wilfong’s e-mail address is:  
  wilfong.charles@yahoo.com  
Administrative Assistant e-mail: Lynette Klinstiver’s e-mail address is:  
  naumcaa@gmail.com 
Office Phone: 812-945-0388, toll free 800-919-8166 Fax Number 812-945-2961 
 

· Future dates for Clergy  
     December 8 Clergy/Spouse Christmas Party, Wooded Glen   
     January 26  NA District Nominations meeting 4PM, Wesley Chapel   
     February 2-12 Holy Land Trip 
     February 16 UMW District Executive Meeting, 6:30PM, Pekin UMC 
     February 16 NA District Nominations meeting 4 PM, Wesley Chapel 
     March 6-8  NA Distirct UMW Silent Retreat Sarto House, Evansville 
     March 8  NA District Conference and Operation Classroom                                
     March 21  Spring UMW District meeting and officers training 9 AM. 
  
· Retirees’ luncheon schedule for 2009 to be announced. 
· Next News and Cues will be for  February/ March 2009. 

 



District and Conference Items 
 
Remember in your prayers: 
 
The Rev. Jane Lincoln, pastor at Memphis UMC. 
Marie Wright, recovering from surgery. 
The Rev. Hollis Huber, pastor at Greenville UMC 
The Rev. Gary Cooper, pastor at Wall Street UMC 
The Rev. Ron Ellis, Pastor at Saint James UMC with the death of Alfreda’s Aunt. 
 
 
Baby Announcements 
 

Congratulations to Billy and Lindsey Nickrand on the birth of their son 
Aiden William Nickrand.  Aiden was born on September 17, 2008.  He 
weighed 6 lbs 14 oz and was 20 inches long.  Both mom and baby are  
doing great. 

  
Congratulations to Rev. George and Jenny Wasson as they announce the arrival of 
a new addition to their family. On October 22, George and Jenny adopted a 16-
month old little girl. Her name is Kathryn Autumn. They wish to thank everyone 
who has been praying for them throughout the adoption process. 
 

 
Thank you notes: 
 
To all New Albany District AA’s, 
 Thank you so very much for the beautiful pot of mums on my retirement from 
Park Place United Methodist Church.  I really do appreciate you thinking of me.  May 
go so richly bless all of you as you serve him.  You really do make a difference. 
      In His Love, 
      Wilma Gill 
 
Dear New Albany District, 
 Thank you very much for the mum I received when I had the three surgeries on 
my eyes.  It was very thoughtful and much appreciated. 
      Yours in Christ, 
      Rev. Gary Cooper 
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REVISED 

CHARGE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

2008 

Sunday, October 26     Sunday, November 23 
       1:00 p.m. Wesley Chapel 
 
3:00 p.m. Lighthouse / DePauw Chapel     3:00 p.m. Morton Memorial / 
  Laconia / Bethany /     Charlestown / Ohio  
  Perseverance Chapel /     Falls / Harrison Avenue / 
  New Middletown / Mauckport    Pleasant Grove / 
  Fairview / Bethel / Smith    Memphis / Sellersburg 
  Campground  
        
Sunday, November 2     Monday, November 24 
3:00 p.m. Marengo /  Riddle / Wickliffe /  7:00 p.m. Park Place / Springdale / 
  Crawford Consolidated /    Cook Memorial / Wall 
  Pilot Knob / Lincoln Hills /    Street / Wesley (Jeff) / 
  Fountain / Oak Grove /     New Chapel / Saint 
  Potato Run / New Amsterdam /    James / Utica / Otisco / 
  Wesley Chapel (HC)     Emmanuel / Old Salem / 
         Willey’s Chapel / Pekin 
Sunday, November 9  
3:00 p.m. Salem / Canton / Highland /  Monday, December 1 
  Plattsburg / Westpoint / Little  7:00 p.m. Unity Chapel /  
  York / Zion / New Hope /    Hursttown / Central  
  Pekin / Fredricksburg /      Barren / New Salisbury / 
  Hardinsburg / Mt Carmel /    Crandall / Thompson’s  
  Henryville / Pleasant View /    Chapel / Palmyra / 
  Daisy Hill      Lanesville / Zoar 
 
Monday, November 10     Sunday, December 7 
7:00 p.m. Edwardsville / Atkins Chapel /  3:00 p.m. Old Capitol /   
  Georgetown Christ / Greenville /   Pleasant Ridge / 
  Mt. Zion / Embry     Milltown / Corydon / 
         Hancock’s Chapel /  
Sunday, November 16       Heidelburg / Pfrimmer’s 
3:00 p.m. DePauw Memorial / Main    Chapel  
  Street / Grant Line /  
  Trinity / Centenary / Faithpoint /  Bold indicates date, time & location of  
  Silver Street / Jacobs Chapel   charge conference. 
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Congregational Ministry Clusters: Two Meeting Dates in 2009 

Please mark two dates in your 2009 calendar: Saturday, January 17 and 
Sunday, February 22. On these dates, we will hold preparatory meetings to help you to 
select the Ministry Cluster in which your congregation will participate. At each of this 
fall’s Charge Conferences, we are sharing detailed information about Ministry Clusters. 
Ask those who attend your Charge Conference for a copy of the written material or call 
the district office: 800-919-8166. 

One of the key centerpieces of our new Indiana Conference is Ministry Clusters. 
Each congregation will be part of a Ministry Cluster with 3-8 other congregations. Con-
gregations choose their own Cluster partners. This is an exciting movement full of pos-
sibilities to help us make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
All appointed pastors are expected to attend both of these events and to see that at 
least two key leaders from the congregation attend. 

Saturday, January 17: Location: to be arranged. Time: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. The 
Rev. Gary Schaar, Assoc. Conference Council Director, will lead us through a learning 
time so that we can discover more completely what Ministry Clusters can become. You 
will use your imagination and make some very pleasant discoveries. More information 
on this event coming soon. 

Sunday, February 22: Bishop Coyner is Visiting the District: Location: Ed-
wardsville UMC. Time: 6:30 p.m. Bishop Mike will explain Ministry Clusters and guide 
us all through the process of selecting Cluster partners. You will select the congrega-
tions with whom you will partner in a Ministry Cluster. Before the end of this evening, 
you will have selected Cluster partners, set dates for preliminary meetings (bring your 
calendars), and nominate a Cluster Leader (who will be appointed by the DS). 

Questions? Please call the district office: 800-919-8166 and/or obtain one of the 
Charge Conference Ministry Cluster handouts. 



 

 

 WE ARE NOW 
 

“Indiana Annual Conference” 

On Saturday, October 4, both the North and South Indiana Conference members and 
guests met at the Indiana State Fairgrounds.  Indiana Area Bishop Michael J. Coyner led 
the sessions that did necessary business items leading to becoming the Indiana Annual 
Conference.  A section on “Remembering” brought back many memories by South Indi-
ana members led by Rev. Richard Hamilton and memories by North Indiana members 
led by Rev. Phil Klinger.  The sessions were begun with music and in an atmosphere of 
worship.  Bishop Coyner spoke on “Can These Bones Live?” and the answer is “Yes, by 
God’s Spirit.”  Nominations were voted on and the following Directors were named by 
Bishop Coyner: 

 

· Director of Financial Services and Conference Treasurer: Jennifer Gallagher 

· Director of Administrative Services and Conference Statistician:  Brent Williams  

· Director of Connectional Ministries:  Rev. Jim Bushfield 

· Director of Communication:  Rev. Dan Gangler 

· Director of Church Development:  Rev. Mark Gough 

· Conference Secretary:  Carolyn Johnson 

 

Our inaugural Indiana Annual Conference will convene its first session on June 25-28, 
2009 at Ball State University, Muncie.  Sessions will be held Thursday and Friday with 
Saturday being a mission outreach day to the Muncie community.  The Ordination/
Consecration service will be held Sunday. 

  
AUDIT REPORTS 
Listed below are the churches in the New Albany District who have not turned in their 
2007 audit reports.  They were due into the district office May 1st.  Please submit as soon 
as possible. 
Atkins Chapel, Bethel,  Highland, Plattsburg, Westpoint, Ohio Falls, Wall Street, 
Lanesville, Little York, Grant Line, Jacobs Chapel, Trinity, New Chapel, New Middle-
town, Old Salem, Pleasant Grove, Riddle, St. James, Utica, Wickliffe, Willey’s Chapel, 
and Zoar United Methodist Churches. 
 
 
.NEW ALBANY DISTRICT ADVANCED SPECIALS 
I am sure most of you are aware that we have South Indiana Conference Advance Spe-
cials.  Are you aware we also have New Albany District Advance Specials?  Here is a list-
ing of the New Albany District Advance Specials 

Brandons House, Floyd County 

Center for Lay Ministries, Clark County 

Community Services, Harrison County 

Freed From Within/Prison Ministry, Harrison County 

Habitat for Humanity within the bounds of the NA District 

Hospuras within the bounds of the NA District 

Interfaith community Council, Floyd County 

John's Island 

Noahs Ark, Clark County 

Personal Counseling Services Inc., Clark County 

WHAS Crusade for Children 

 

If you would like to donate money to any of these NA District Advance Specials send a 
check to Wilma Pierson, District Treasurer.  The check should be made out to the NA Dis-
trict UM Church with the designated Advance Special in the “for” line.  By sending the 
money through the District Treasurer your church will get credit for the donation. 

Glenda Riggs 

District Chair Global Ministries 

 



�

�
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Reminder United Methodist Foundation fall luncheon for retirees 
Ministers retired from the South Indiana Conference and their spouses, will be 
guests this fall at a luncheon on November 24, 2008 at 11:30a.m. at Jonathan 
Byrd’s Cafeteria in Greenwood located at exit 99 of I-65.  Registration will be 
open at 11a.m. with lunch at 11:30.  If you have any questions please call the  
Foundation at 877-391-8811.  
 
 

  Clergy/Spouse Christmas Dinner    
 Monday, December 8, 2008 
 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

  Wooded Glen Retreat and Conference Center 
  Directions and reservation information will be mailed in separate 
  E-mail and/or mailing.  This center is  located approximately  5 
         miles from Henryville, Indiana. 
 
 
NEW ALBANY DISTRICT AA’S CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
The New Albany District AA’s are invited to attend the Christmas Luncheon at 12:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, December 10th.  Party to be held at Janice Money’s home located 2120 
Corydon Ridge Road, Corydon, Indiana.  Lunch $5.00 per person.  Everyone is asked to 
bring a $5.00 ornament for exchange.  Please R.S.V.P to Janice@pfrimmerschapel.org  or 
you may call 812-738-2757. 
 
 
 
UNITED METHODIST STUDENT DAY IS NOVEMBER 30 
This offering awards loans and scholarships to students who attend UM and other accredited 
colleges and universities. The United Methodist Church calls us to support students as they 
prepare for life in uniting faith with knowledge. Of our 122 educational institutions related to 
the UMC, 13 are seminaries. Many of our pastors rely on and have benefited from these of-
ferings.  Practice extravagant generosity, Give generously. Thank you!  To order FREE re-
sources to promote any of these Special Sundays  go to: www.umcgiving.org or you may call 
888-346-3862.  If you have any questions please contact Rev. Sharon A. White at the SIC 
Center 800-919-8160. 
  

 
 
 
���	
�����

�����
���
	
	��	
���
	���������
������� ����������������

�

���
����������������
�
0����&�1� ��%��
�����
����
���������
��
������
����� ��
$�����������������&����#�����������
����
��


�
/

�
��%�
����
���2����3��
��
��


&������������
$�) ���
�����������
���������������
��


���
����
������
1������

�4*����"�������5
�����1�����������
����
���� ��)����

��$�����������
�������
��


����
)�������
����
����
��


�/

�
��%�
����
���)���
���
$�������� ��������������

����������
����
��������
$�
�6��
��
�&���
��������
��
��
��


&������
��
����
�*�2����3�� �
��


�/��
�0����&�1���
������%��
�����
#�
�������
�&���
��������
���
����.�#��%�
���.��
����*���
�����������78���)�����

� ����
���
���
�����������9��������
�
���
��

��
�
�������������������
��������)���$�������
�����
���� 
����
���)��
$���
%��
����
�����������&
�
���#�����������
������������ 
����
����)��
�����8��8�
������������*:���#���
$���� 8
)����&����
����������������
��������#��������
$���
 &&��#���
��4�44�&�������
)�����
$�����
�����
����
�� ���
����
�����
����
�������������������*����)��������
�� ��������������*�
���
����
���������
���

����#����
8
����
���������������
;�
�������������
�����
����
����
��������
;����
$�����$���
�����#�


��$���&��

��
����*4����� 
$��$
���
���
�����
��������������������������
�
�� ��
8
$��$
���
��������&&���*������
�����������������
��� ���

��
����
�
)�������������������
�����
 �
$������& ����
���������%����������������

�����
���
�������������< ��
	�����#�
$��������������

�����
)�����
$���#�������� �����
����������&&����������� ����������������<�

�� �
%��
��
$�
�
�����
����
��������������
�����
$�
�%�
� ���
���=�
�������
��

�����
)�����
$�
�
�����
���8
�
�����
�����
��
��


&������������
�������)����
��� ��)������)����&�

���
���������&����
�
��#��������
�� �

�&��������������
����
���
�������
����
)�����
�����

�$��
���
��


�/

�
��%�
����
����������
#�
� �����������������
�
��0
�����
���5
�#��������
�1�
� ��*�
��
��4>84�*�4��?���
%

�������)�
�����#�@��
�
����������������
��������
�����
����
��*�%��
���
 � ������)���*�A%

�������)�
�����#�@A�)
�����
��B� �� ��
7C��8�3���
A��
�D��
���

���$

�B
���

��E������
*���D��
��&�� ���
��E������
��%

������
����
��


�/

�
��%�
����
 ���)��

��#�@�����

�����������
���
�����E������
�����B� �� �*A��
���%��
����A����

�����������*�)��+��D���&����� �
��
�D������

��������
��A��
%��
�����&�
��B�������
�&������������
�����
����
��� �"���
����
$�����
$��$
���
�����6��
�
���
������
�������������� ���$�����*�
�������
����
��
�����#��� &��
���������$����������$���&��������
���
���
����&� �
$8
�
$��&�
������������
�����
2�����$�
��������&�
��B����
�����������
���
�
$���
���� ��&�

����

������
$����)����

����
$��$
���
��
�����8��������������
��������
 �������&������������ �%����������������

�����
���
�����
��


�

��������� �����
AF��*�+����

��������
�����
����
������)��

�������� #�����������+��D����
���������D���&�������8�)�����D� �
���
���
�&������������

�����������*�)��+��D���&����*A��
��� %��
����A����$�
�����&��������+���������
 ������
��� ����
�
��


�%�
����
����������5
�����1���������%������A��
;������
$����������
*�%��
��������
���������
�����"� ���%����
��
*���������
�����������������
�  
   

 


